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Interesting questions are raised by the discovery of
cuneiform tablets belonging to the fifteenth and fourteenth
- centuries b.c,, at Boghaz, Koi near Angora in Asia Minor,
on which treaties with kings of the Mitanni bearing Aryan
names are recorded. These were Mesopotamians con-
quered by the Hittites, a group of whom still seems to
survive in the near neighbourhood; and on these tablets
they invoke certain gods, 'Mitra, Uruwana, and Indara',
who are to be identified with gods of the Aryan con-
querors of India whom we meet in the Rig-Veda. Does
this mean that a group of Indians had taken their gods
with them to the west, or does it not rather mean that
we should date the coming of the Aryans to India as
about contemporary with the exodus of the Hebrews from
Egypt? This is the view accepted by most Western
scholars; and the hymns of the Rig-Veda, which are songs
of praise and prayer to the gods, just over a thousand in
number, are thus of very great significance and interest.
They are our earliest Aryan literature. Arranged in ten
cycles, or mandalus, of which the tenth is the latest, and
belongs to about the ninth century b.c., the bulk of them
belong to the preceding five centuries* Eight of these
mandalas are attributed to priestly families—the Gautamas,
the Vishvamitras and others, and they are written in Vedic,
the sacred tongue of ancient India. Used as early as the
seventh century b.c., for rock inscriptions, this script was
much later adapted to the making of books, and these
hymns were for centuries handed down orally by priestly
families.
What do they tell us of the Aryans as they settled down
in the Land of the Five Rivers ? We find a military aris-
tocracy despising native pani, traders, and moving south-
ward with sword in one hand and spade in the other* We
can hear their martial songs as they drive the original
inhabitants before them, invoking Indra, god of battles,
and claiming that he has smitten with his thunderbolt the
Blacks or Dasyus, and given victory to the Aryans. Like
Valkyrie the gods appear in battle-array to help their

